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work for this country, it will be of some benefit.
This is the aim of my life/'

On visiting his native village he took down
all the paper, wooden, earthen and brass gods
from the shelves and burned them. He preached
the Gospel to the crowds who assembled at the
door, and finally helped to organize the first
Church in the interior of Japan. He now
turned his attention to the founding of a Christian
college. Kyoto, which had been the stronghold
of Buddhism and Shinto in Japan for a thousand
years, was selected as a centre, although it was
then closed to all missionary activity, and no
foreigner was allowed to enter it. The name
DosTiisha, which means the " one purpose
company/' was chosen for the college, and the
school opened in 1875 with seven boarders and
one day scholar. Neesima now had patiently
to encounter years of opposition and obstruction
from the community, the Buddhist priests and
the local officials, but in evil report or in good
report, sorrowful or rejoicing, he said: " We
are hated by the magistrates and the priests,
but we have planted the standard of truth here,
and we will never retreat/'

His influence on his students was powerful.
At home or abroad he prayed for them un-
ceasingly and often with tears. His motto was,
"Be single-minded for a single purpose," and